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Die Macht der Natur im geistlichen Leben. Eine physio- 
logisch-psychologische Untersuchung auf Grund von Rom. 
7:14-25. Von August Lichtenstein. Giitersloh : Druck 
und Verlag von C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp. iv+ 127. M. 2. 

This is a presentation of the development of the spiritual life in 
man, the purpose of which is apparently to introduce into traditional 
thought the scientific facts involved in the interrelationship of the 
physiological and psychological elements in the human organism. 

The presentation is based upon a good exegesis of Rom. 7 : 14-25, 
which passage is referred to the experience of the regenerate man. 
This is followed by a discussion, at times unnecessarily detailed, the 
substance of which is that man is possessed of a twofold life, organic 
and spiritual, whose common ground is in God. This life is ruled, on 
its two sides, respectively by two forces : the organic force, having its 
seat in the animal life, which works through the blood and nerve 
systems ; the spiritual force, having its seat in the soul life, which works 
through the natural consciousness of God and the natural conscience 
toward God. These two forces are interinfluential, and yet in such a 
manner that, in their deepest workings, they stand in vital opposition, 
in spite of the fact that the life to which they in common belong has 
its essential unity in God. This opposition is due to the entrance of 
sin into the spiritual life of man, in the case of our first parents, the 
spiritual life having its influence, necessarily, upon the organic life, and 
thus placing the whole life in alienation from God, and so creating an 
essential conflict between the animal and what remains of the spiritual 
elements in man. This alienation expresses itself in the sinful tend- 
encies to unbelief and pride, to uncleanness and self- seeking, which 
tendencies rule the whole life of man after the manner of laws. These 
laws in the unregenerate state are supreme within the man, and have 
the force behind them broken only by the superior force introduced 
at baptism through the supernatural new birth. They are gradually 
supplanted through the new life thus begun in the soul — a life which is 
due specifically to the Holy Spirit, and expresses itself in the opposites 
of the laws of sin — in belief and humility, in purity and unselfish 
love. 

In other words, the unregenerate man is in a condition in which 
the organic life, ruled by the force and laws of sin, controls the inner, 
spiritual man — the true ego — and, despite the consciousness which 
this ego has of the supreme Tightness of the law of God, holds its will 
in slavery. The regenerate man is in a condition in which the organic 
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life, with its force and laws of sin, is gradually brought under the 
higher power of the supernatural force of the Holy Spirit, which is 
destined ultimately to come into supreme control over the whole man, 
through the fostering stimulus of the means of grace — especially 
through prayer, the Word of God, and the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. The present process, however, is one of struggle and con- 
flict, and is that which is specifically presented to us in the passage of 
Romans at the basis of this discussion. 

It is in the exegesis of this passage that the merit of the book 
largely consists. The thought of the discussion which follows it is not 
specially new; its statement is somewhat repetitious, and conse- 
quently tedious in following out ; while its spirit is wholly confessional. 
To those who share this spirit it may be interesting ; to others, 
hardly so. 

M. W. Jacobus. 
Hartford Theological Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. 



Die Frommigkeit des Menschengeschlechts im Lichte des 
Christentums. Eine religionswissenschaftliche Untersu- 
chung. Von Karl Haug, Pfarrer. Leipzig: A. Deichert'- 
sche Verlagsbuchhandlung Nachfolger (Georg Bohme), 
1898. Pp. viii + 336. M. 4.50. 

The idea of this book is a good one. The comparative studies of 
religion which we have had heretofore have dealt with its external 
manifestations, approaching it as mythology, as ritual, or as theology. 
But it must be evident that the essence of religion is in the life of man, 
either as an experience or as a motive to conduct. It is this religion 
in the heart — Frommigkeit, for which piety seems hardly an adequate 
word — which our author takes as the subject of his essay. We might 
formulate his plan in the words : a comparative study of the religious 
life. 

Unfortunately the execution falls far behind the promise. In fact, 
the author gives us an apologetic argument for the Protestant theory 
of the religious life. He traverses the whole field of religious history 
with this Protestant (or, more specifically, Lutheran) standard in his 
hand. He applies his measure to all forms of piety and finds them 
all lacking. The only true piety is this ; all others are false or 
defective. 



